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Smart Planet 

Collaborative Question Background Research 

Your Task:  

1. Discuss the Proposals you just heard and the benefits & potential 

drawbacks for each one. Background research is provided on the colored 

papers for you to read. There are 4 copies of each proposal background 

info.  

2. Decide as a group how to allocate the $10 million to the citizens of 

Mountainville. The money can be split ANY WAY the group likes - it doesn’t 

have to be exactly what the proposal seeks.  

3. Based on the voting, design the best way to distribute the money and 

present your plan to the citizens of Mountainville (the judges).  

 
Summary of Proposals: 
 

A. Use $10 million to increase Broadband Internet Service to Mountainville. 

 

B. $5 million to give the town square a much-needed “facelift”.  

 

C. $5 Million to create a clinic space, purchase medical supplies & provide for 
medical staff housing for the next 5 years. 

 

D. $8 million for the development of affordable housing units just outside of 
Mountainville.  

 

E.  $10 million to build a town recreation center, including a community room, pool, 
track, weight room, and gymnasium and outdoor park and childcare space. 

 



Proposal A: $10 million to increase Broadband Internet Service to 
Mountainville. 
Mrs. Abigail Allen, Mountainville High School Teacher said: “Broadband today is far 

more than just smoothly streaming TV shows and movies on Netflix or Hulu. The lack of 

high-speed connections can hamper how efficiently and effectively schools, hospitals 

and technology-driven businesses operate. Reliable broadband can mean the 

difference between residents staying or leaving. We all know people who work from 

home these days. It’s a fact that in the current work environment people don’t have to 

work in a cube in an office building anymore. We should be encouraging these lucky 

folks to settle in our wonderful community! Bringing broadband to Mountainville would 

go a long way toward making life and business better here.” 

Source: Denver Post, 2017, Colorado Divide: Broadband gaps threaten to leave rural areas in 
the dust of digital age  

 
Long distances, rugged topography (landscape) and scattered population centers 
across most of Colorado’s rural areas translate to high costs in getting broadband 
service into homes and businesses. The lack of high-speed connections can hamper 
(negatively affect) how efficiently and effectively schools, hospitals and 
technology-driven businesses operate. Reliable broadband (high speed internet) can 
mean the difference between residents staying or leaving. This has gone from being a 
luxury item to being a necessity. 

It’s a digital dichotomy (great difference between people who do and do not have high 
speed internet) that feeds the “have-have not” narrative that in many ways marks the 
relationship between urban and rural Colorado, in which the booming data-rich 
economies of Denver, Colorado Springs and Fort Collins seem a world away from the 
technological crawl (places where internet is very slow or non-existent) of far-flung 
Mancos, Campo and Walden. 

Meeker, CO is an exception, as it has some of the fastest internet speeds in Colorado. 
“It was definitely the deciding factor in keeping me in Meeker instead of going to 
Denver,”  24-year-old Hannah Turner, a Colorado State University grad, said as she 
settled behind two laptops and a pair of monitors in her small house in downtown 
Meeker. “I have to have better internet.”  



Proposal B: $5 million to give the town square a much-needed 

“facelift”.  
Mr. Bill Bannock, Businessman, Seasonal resident of Mountainville (owns second home 

there) said, “Mountainville benefits from considerable tourism for the outdoor industry in 

winter, when much of the town is under snow. However, in the summer months we still 

have so much to offer - rafting, fishing, mountain biking, and hiking trails just outside of 

town - but the town square is in complete disrepair. Investing in new stone pathways, 

updating sidewalks, replacing worn signage and updating the town information center 

would make Mountainville more inviting to tourists in the summer and autumn. This 

would increase traffic to local businesses like restaurants and hotels. The tax revenue 

from more tourism could offset much of the cost of the town square upgrade over time.” 

 
 
Source: 2015 EPA Report: HOW SMALL TOWNS AND CITIES CAN USE LOCAL ASSETS 
(beneficial or useful things) TO REBUILD THEIR ECONOMIES: LESSONS FROM 
SUCCESSFUL PLACES  
 
Our studies show that towns should invest (spend money or energy) in natural assets 
by protecting natural resources and cleaning up and redeveloping polluted properties. 
This makes productive use of existing transportation, water, and utility infrastructure 
(system); increases the tax base and employment opportunities; removes 
environmental contamination; and helps spur (increase) investment in surrounding 
properties.  
 
Another successful tip: Identify and build on existing assets, like natural beauty and 
outdoor recreation, historic downtowns, or arts and cultural institutions. With the city’s 
encouragement, local businesses are adopting design standards that help make the 
area appealing to shoppers.  
 
A Downtown maintaining the places and institutions (like businesses, museums, etc) 
that make a community special contributes to a sense of place and neighborhood 
identity, which help retain (keep) existing residents and could attract new residents and 
businesses.  

 



Proposal C: $5 Million to create a clinic space, purchase medical 
supplies & provide for medical staff housing for the next 5 years.  
 

Ms. Cynthia Crosby, Mother of a child with chronic illness said “Since the local doctor 

retired two years ago, in all of Mountainville there’s nowhere to go if you need stitches, 

or your kid has a fever or you have a chronic medical condition like diabetes. And the 

only way to get to a doctor is over a mountain pass. We are left with zero options as far 

as care. We have no physicians, no nurse practitioners, no hospital. With this 

commitment from the citizens, we will be excellent contenders to win a State grant that 

would provide the salary for one physician and two medical support staff (ie nurses, 

medical assistants). We just need provide the necessary spaces. This is truly something 

we cannot live without!” 

Source: 9 NEWS, March 2017, Park County, CO. 

QUOTE: “People delay getting healthcare because, ‘I don’t have the time. I have to go 

to work. I don’t get paid when I take a day off …, ‘” “And then there’s the gas. How much 

it costs to travel. And the slick mountain roads. I mean it’s treacherous out there during 

the winter time. All those factors come into play. They are barriers to care. And people 

are willing to take the risk with their health.” 

Another problem is the cost. 

A former doctor in a similar town saw about 3,500 patients a year, but she never made 

a profit. And most of the larger medical groups that have looked at the numbers can’t 

find a way to make money either if they support a rural annex (branch of a clinic or 

hospital). 

“It’s going to be very difficult for anyone to have a profitable practice without some sort 

of subsidy (allowance or gift of money).” 

 



Proposal D: $8 million for the development of affordable housing 

units just outside of Mountainville. 

Mr. Dominic Domingo, Local Resident with Dreamer Status, Restaurant line cook said, 

“$8 million is needed for the construction of 12 rental units to be located just outside 

Mountainville where there is an urgent need for affordable workforce housing.  The 

proposed site is owned by the County and could be annexed into the Town of 

Mountainville upon project completion. The development will serve persons/families 

earning at or below 50% of the Area Median Income.”  

Source: PLANNING COMMISSIONERS JOURNAL / NUMBER 83   

Long after the homes are occupied, the ripple effect from residents of these new units 

can support many new jobs in a wide array (a lot) of industries, including retail, 

healthcare, and local government. 

When affordable housing replaces a vacant (empty) lot or a dilapidated (run down) 

building, local governments will benefit from increased property tax revenues (earnings). 

Many employers have reported that a lack of affordable housing makes it more difficult 

– and thus more costly – to recruit and retain (keep) employees. From an employer’s 

perspective, a lack of affordable housing can put a local economy at a competitive 

disadvantage.  

Affordable rent and mortgage payments can significantly increase the residual income 

(leftover money) that households have at their disposal (use) after meeting necessary 

housing costs – by $500 or more per month in some cases. Research shows that low- 

and moderate-income households are more likely than others to spend this money on 

basic household needs such as food, clothing, healthcare, and transportation. Local 

businesses stand to gain from the increased buying power made possible by the 

availability of affordable housing.  



Proposal E:  $10 million to build a town recreation center, including a 

community room, pool, track, weight room, and gymnasium and outdoor park and 

childcare space.   

Miss Emily Emmory, Mountainville Resident and high school athlete said “While 

Mountainville offers amazing access to trails and outdoor recreation, the local residents 

don’t have a place for indoor recreation and community gatherings. A recreation center 

provides access for all town residents to things people who live in more urban areas 

take for granted. As a swimmer, I have to drive over an hour each way to another town 

to practice in their pool! A recreation center would provide more opportunity for our 

community to grow together - for language or cooking classes, athletic training, birthday 

parties and playdates. It would also be a source of job creation for Mountainville, and a 

rec center can offer more flexible hours and even childcare for parents with younger 

children. It’s an investment in the people of our town.” 

Source: Sports Facilities Advisory Committee & Jumpsix Marketing, Jan 2017 

“Any city wishing to attract new residents or present itself as a nice place to visit will not 

be able to do so without lovely parks and community recreation centers. By putting 

families of all types in the community into one place, community centers help form 

bonds across small physical borders, such as neighborhoods and school districts, and 

socioeconomic (both social and financial) borders.” 

A government-owned recreation center provides revenue (earnings / money) for the 

city. Fees and charges for daily attendance and monthly or annual (yearly) 

memberships bring in money.  

Community recreation centers improve the health of the people in your town. They 

provide adult and youth sports leagues that offer the opportunity for everyone in the 

family to enjoy themselves while staying in shape. A healthy community is not only a 

happy community but also full of more confident people. This active and confident 

environment will lead to a more vibrant (lively) community. 

https://sportadvisory.com/clients/government-entities/

